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ACTION EA- 14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-11 COME-OO TRSE-00 OMB-01 SCEM-02 

SCI-06 INT-08 AID-20 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 

INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 

SS-20 USIA-15 ACDA-19 10-14 DRC-01 /174W 

010531 

R 160750Z NOV 73 
FM AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6650 
INFO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 

UNCLAS VIENTIANE 7803 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG 

SUBJECT: RLG REACTION TO FUEL SHORTAGE 
REF: VIENTIANE 7731 

1. THE MINISTRY OF FINANCE APPROVED NOVEMBER 15 THE FUEL 
PRICE INCREASES REQUESTED BY LOCAL REPRESENTATIVES OF 
INTERNATIONAL OIL COMPANIES IN LAOS. PREMIUM GASOLINE 
IS UP 21 PERCENT TO 125 KIP/LITER, REGULAR GASOLINE UP 

40 PERCENT TO 1 15 KIP/LITER, DIESEL FUEL UP 49 PERCENT TO 
70 KIP/LITER. AND KEROSENE UP 35 PERCENT TO 85 KIP/LITER. 

2. IN ANNOUNCING INCREASES, GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN 
OUDAY SOUVANNAVONG SAID LAOS PRESENTLY HAS A 15 PERCENT 
SHORTAGE OF FUEL RESERVES AND THE RLG MUST TAKE STEPS TO 
CONSERVE SUPPLIES. A PROGRAM OF GAS RATIONING WILL BE 
INSTITUTED, HE SAID, WITH A MONTHLY QUOTA OF 80 TO 120 

LITERS PER AUTOMOBILE. DEPENDING ON THE NUMBER OF CYLINDERS. 
GOVERNMENT FUEL CONSUMPTION WILL BE REDUCED BY 50 PERCENT. 
OFFICIAL OFFICE HOURS WILL BE CONTRACTED TO PRODUCE A 
SHORTER LUNCH HOUR, WHICH IS TO BE SPEND IN THE OFFICE. 

THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION IS CONSIDERING A SIMILAR 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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CHANGE IN SCHOOL HOURS. IN ADDITION TO 
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THESE MEASURES, ALL GASOLINE STATIONS WILL BE CLOSED 
ON SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS. 

DEAN 



UNCLASSIFIED 



NNN 
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